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THIRD ANNUAL MEETING 

The third annual meeting of the Association was held in Wash- 
ington on December 27, 1919, in the rooms of the Law School of 
George Washington University. The program was most interest- 
ing. The morning session was opened by Dean Hodgkins, who said 
that the University, always ready to welcome educational associa- 
tions, felt especial pleasure in having the American Association of 
Teachers of Spanish meet in its halls, because the Association was 
engaged in furthering the study of the language of a nation with 
so long an influence on mankind and one now so widely spoken in 
the western hemisphere. The addresses of Prof. Rowe, Sr. Riafio 
and Sr. Yanes are printed in full in our pages. That by Sr. Varela, 
minister from Uruguay, electrified the audience by its eloquence. 
He referred to the fact that the glory of the past survives in lan- 
guage ; that the glory of Rome and the Latin language lives again 
in its modern descendants, notably in French, which as an instru- 
ment of thought inflames all hearts ; and in Spanish which has 
inherited the sonorous quality and the elegance of Latin. To 
Spanish as a language belong brilliant prospects because it is spoken 
so widely in the new world, and even Spain itself is the richest un- 
exploited and undeveloped country in Europe. The student of 
Spanish should, however, study the peculiarities of each country 
where the language is spoken. The Association of Teachers of 
Spanish will thereby become a most potent influence for the pacific 
settlement of vexatious questions. 

During the morning the following telegram was received from 
our Honorary President, Mr. Cebrian, of San Francisco, and read 
to the audience: 

Allow me, dear President, to convey through your kindness my warmest 
greetings to the American Association of Teachers of Spanish, together with 
my congratulations on its second anniversary for the healthy growth and 
increasing solidarity of the nation-wide association and for the bright future 
that we now can confidently expect and consequently for its usefulness to the 
educational system of our country and to the promotion of friendly inter- 
course between' the English and the Hispanic Americas. Our thanks must 
be tendered to the officers of the Association for their devotion in nurturing 
the latent needs and justified aspiration of the country for the proper study 
of Spanish. Let the past be an inspiration for the future; then all the 
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members of our Association will be justly proud of the results of their noble 
task. Hurrah for the Association ! Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) J. C. Cebrian. 

Srta. Estrella Amores gave pleasure to all by her singing of 
several Spanish songs. In the afternoon Sr. Arsenio Ralon, ac- 
companied by Miss Dorothee Boucher, played with rare skill two 
violin selections, and Miss Boucher rendered a piano solo that was 
heartily applauded. 

At the afternoon session President Wilkins delivered his an- 
nual address which appears elsewhere in this number of Hispania. 
Then two papers of practical value were read. Professor Doyle's 
paper on " 'Tumefaction' in the Study of Spanish" was straight 
from the shoulder. It will serve, we believe, to lay at rest the 
ghost of "nimiety" and "tumefaction" with which the minds of 
some have been haunted in recent months. Mr. Harrington's talk 
on "Attainable Aims in the Teaching of Spanish in Secondary 
Schools" was very sane. 

The annual report of the secretary-treasurer followed. The 
total receipts for the year amounted to $2,830.65 and the expendi- 
tures to $2,711.59, leaving a balance to the good of $119.06. This 
will be increased by receipts from unpaid advertising. The show- 
ing for the year is very gratifying because the Association pub- 
lished six numbers of Hispania instead of the four called for by 
the constitution and published them at an increased cost in the 
printing of nearly 80 per cent. The Executive Council voted to 
continue the publication of six numbers of Hispania with the same 
proviso as last year that the secretary-treasurer may cancel the 
publication of a number if there should not be sufficient funds to 
pay for it. The outlook, however, for the year 1920 is good. The 
secretary-treasurer has on hand, from dues paid in for the year, 
enough money to pay for at least three numbers of Hispania and 
the receipts from dues of members not yet in and from advertising 
should cover the rest. Nevertheless there is need of more and 
more new members. During the year the greatest progress was 
made in obtaining them through the formation of local chapters. 
To President Wilkins belongs great credit for his strenuous efforts 
in interesting people to form local chapters in all parts of the 
country. 

The Nominating Committee for next year was appointed by the 
president, as provided by the constitution. They are, Mr. George 
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W. H. Shield, Los Angeles, chairman ; Professor John M. Hill, 
Indiana University ; Mrs. Medora L. Ray, Washington Irving High 
School, New York City; Professor W. S. Hendrix, University of 
Texas, and Mr. G. Nelson Graham, Columbus, Ohio. 

The Associate Editors of Hispania appointed for a term of 
three years are, Professor Federico de Onis, Columbia University; 
Professor Rey E. Schulz, University of Southern California; Dr. 
Alfred Coester, Stanford University; for a term of one year to fill 
unexpired terms, Sr. Julio Mercado, Commercial High School, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., to succeed Mr. P. B. Burnet, resigned; and Mr. 
Michael S. Etonian, High School of Commerce, Boston, to succeed 
Mr. Joel Hatheway, resigned. 

The officers elected for a term of one year (except the secretary- 
treasurer, who serves two years) were those nominated by the nomi- 
nating committee and whose names were published in Hispania 
for December, 1919. They are: President, Mr. Lawrence A. Wil- 
kins ; First Vice-President, Professor E. S. Ingraham ; Second Vice- 
President, Professor Henry Grattan Doyle; Third Vice-President, 
Professor J. Warshaw; members of the Executive Council, Miss 
Matilda F. Allen, Mr. F. L. Phillips, Professor R. E. House, and 
Mr. Carl O. Sundstrom. 

Because of the fact that according to the present provisions of 
the constitution a whole new executive council may be elected each 
year, thus risking the destruction of the continuity of plan and 
policy of the Association, it was proposed that Article IV, Sec. 2, 
of the Constitution be amended at the next meeting. This provides 
for a term of one year for all officers except that two years are 
set for the secretary-treasurer. This proposed amendment, signed 
by five members — Josephine Holt, Charles P. Harrington, Charles 
P. Wagner, Henry Grattan Doyle, and E. C. Hills — will provide a 
continuing element in the executive council that now exists in the 
editorial board of Hispania. 

It reads as follows : 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 
(To go into effect January 1st, 1921.) 
Article IV. Officers. 
Section 2. Cancel present reading and substitute: "The term of 
these officers shall be as follows: for the President. Third Vice- 
President, and one of the four other members, one year; for the 
Second Vice-President, Secretary-Treasurer, and one of the four 
other members, two years; for the First Vice-President and two of 
the other four members, three years." 
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An important interpretation of the By-Laws, Section 3, was 
adopted by the executive council, and later by the general assembly 
of the Association. This clarifies the financial standing of each local 
chapter. It reads as follows : 

Whereas, The financial relations between the local chapters and 
the Secretary-Treasurer are not fully defined by Section 3 of the 
By-Laws, which states that: "No dues shall be required in the local 
chapters unless the members so desire, and the expenses of a local 
chapter shall be met by the National Association up to an amount 
not to exceed SO cents per member per year; provided, that expense 
account of said chapter has been approved by the Executive Council 
of the National Association"; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Secretary-Treasurer proceed as follows : 
During the month of February of each year he shall request each 
local chapter to send him a list of paid-up members. On the basis 
of this list he -shall provide the local chapter with a fund for local 
expenses at the rate of SO ecnts per member as provided by the 
Constitution. When the Treasurer of each chapter collects the dues 
of its members, he shall deduct the pro rata SO cents before sending 
the amount collected to the Secretary-Treasurer. On December 1 
of each year the expense account of each chapter shall be sent to 
the Secretary-Treasurer to be passed on by ihe Executive Council. 
In case of necessity, the Secretary-Treasurer in the month of De- 
cember may call on the local chapters for their unexpended balances. 
In the matter of stationery, in order that the letter heads may be of 
uniform style, the Secretary-Treasurer will provide it, but charge its 
cost to the local chapter. 

There was an interested discussion of the proposed cooperation 
with foreign agencies in providing members with opportunities for 
foreign study and travel. The president in his address explained 
what the Junta para Ampliacion de Estudios of Madrid, the Uni- 
versity of Porto Rico, and the Ministerio de Instruccion Publica 
of Costa Rica offered in this way. The president was authorized 
to appoint a Committee on Foreign Study and Travel to take charge 
of the work of cooperating with these agencies. The committee 
named is as follows : Chairman, William Barlow, Commercial High 
School, Brooklyn, N. Y. ; for Spain, Professor Federico de Onis, 
Columbia University; Sr. Joaquin Ortega, University of Minne- 
sota, and Mrs. Mary P. Cox, Manual Arts High School, Los 
Angeles; for Porto Rico, Mr. M. A. Luria, DeWitt Clinton High 
School, New York, N. Y., and Mrs. Emma Pennock, -Newton High 
School, Elmhurst, L. I. ; for Costa Rica, Mr. Arturo Torres, Pan- 
American Union, and Professor Henry Grattan Doyle, George 
Washington University, Washington, D. C, and Mr. Wilkins, ex- 
officio. All who seek information or advice in preparing for a trip 
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abroad should write to the chairman or to one of the members of 
this committee. 

The standing committee to select honorary members, of which 
Professor Fitz-Gerald is Chairman, was continued for another year. 
Professor Fitz-Gerald reported by the letter to the President that 
the committee was engaged in selecting a successor to Ricardo 
Palma of Peru, whose death occurred during the year. 

Professor J. Moreno-Lacalle, chairman of the Committee on 
Realia, reported progress and stated that a report would be ready 
for printing in Hispania in the coming spring. 

Mr. Carlos F. McHale; chairman of the Committe on Scholar- 
ships in Spanish Countries, reported by letter to the president that 
results were difficult to obtain, that it had proved a hard task to 
interest influential business houses in this work. He asked that 
more New York City members be appointed to aid him, and these 
appointments will be made. 

These committees were all continued for another year. We all 
know how difficult committee work of the kinds mentioned above 
proves to be. The president states that he would greatly appreciate 
offers from members to serve on these committees. 

Many of the members lunched together in a private room of a 
restaurant near the place of the meeting. Arrangements for this 
luncheon were made by Professor Doyle who saw that nothing was 
lacking for the comfort and entertainment of the members of the 
association who attended the meeting. 

In the evening a reception was tendered the members of the 
association by the Spanish-American Atheneum of which Dr. Guil- 
lermo A. Sherwell of the International High Commission, is presi- 
dent. Some two hundred persons were in attendance. After the. 
presentation of all present to Mr. Wilkins, representing the associa- 
tion, a musical concert was given. Then Dr. Sherwell in a very 
happy manner welcomed the members of the association in the name 
of the Atheneum and Mr. Wilkins responded. The evening was 
spent in dancing, for which the Crystal Ball-room of the New 
Ebbitt Hotel, was excellently suited. 

Sunday morning the beautiful building of the Pan-American 
Union was opened to our members through the courtesy of Mr. 
Yanes, the Assistant Director, who himself was present to receive 
the visitors. Mr. Arturo Torres, of the Educational Department 
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of the Union, conducted the party through the salons and offices 
of the building. This experience provided a most fitting termina- 
tion to the visit of our members to Washington. 

The Pan-American Union offered through Mr. Torres to pro- 
vide members of the Association with copies of the Bulletin of the 
Union in its Spanish version at the reduced price of twelve cents 
a number. This offer makes it possible for teachers to use this 
very valuable publication in the work of the class room. Those 
interested should address. Mr. Arturo Torres, Pan-American 
Union, Washington, D. C. 

Alfred Coester, 
Secretary-Treasurer. 

Leland Stanford Junior University 



